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Quality Food granted animal health and their production

The Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock, through the Dutch Committee
for Afghanistan (DCA), is implementing the CLAP-KUCHI project funded by the
International Fund for Agriculture Development (IFAD). CLAP plays a significant role
in creating access to quality fodder by establishing feed banks in Kabul, Parwan and
Logar; the settlements where Kuchi are based. Till recently, livestock owners had
issues in having access to quality food.

The feed banks are made for Kuchi, settled in remote areas of a province where
they do not have access to markets, particularly over winter. In addition to
providing quality feed, professional livestock owners train Kuchi on how to make
quality fodder so that they can do it themselves and may thus increase their animal
products such as milk and meat to a higher level. Therefore, we interviewed a
livestock owner who benefited from a feed bank.

"My name is Haji S., son of Haji A.Q. living in Hotaki village, Deh Sabz district,
Kabul province. I generate a significant proportion of my income through livestock
and nurturing sheep is my father’s and grandfather’s profession. We provide green
grass to our animals over spring and summer, when they graze on the pastures.
But in fall and winter, I feed them differently, mostly by white grass, dry bread and
bran.

Fodder provided to us by feed banks has brought us prosperity. On the one hand,
we now have access to quality feed close by, while before there was not such a
facility and we needed to go to Bagharm, Qara Bagh or Parwan and buy feed from
there. On the other hand, the new, concentrated feed has boosted our livestock
raising activities because before we used to give our animals dry and molded
resulting in a high mortality. Since the very time I started feeding my animals with
concentrated food I have seen they are getting fatter and producing more milk. As
an example, I used to keep an animal for 6 months to fatten, now when using
concentrated food, it takes me only 4 months to get even better results.”
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Dari Translation
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