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Improved family livelihood through better lamb fattening methods

The CLAP-Kuchi project, contracted by MAIL (Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and
Livestock) and funded by IFAD (International Fund for Agricultural Development),
was awarded to DCA in 2014. The aim of this DCA project is to provide animal
health related services and home-based business opportunities to the pastoralist
and agro-pastoralist Kuchi in the three central provinces of Kabul, Logar and
Parwan. This aim contributes to the overall goal of the Community Livestock and
Agriculture Project (CLAP) to reduce poverty in rural Afghanistan. More specifically,
the project objective is to improve food security of 26 000 rural households in
selected districts in the provinces of Kabul, Parwan, and Logar by increasing
agriculture and livestock productivity.

One of the beneficiaries tells his story: "My name is A.M., and I live in Saighani
village, Bagram District of Parwan province. I have been working on livestock
rearing, in particular sheep, and most of my livelihood comes from this. I bought
lambs in the fall to feed and fatten them. I kept them for around 6 months feeding
them by collected grasses but I did not see them getting fat over the winter. Later
on, by providing the lambs green grasses and herbs in the spring I made a profit of
around 2000 to 3000 Afs for each lamb I sold. But then MAIL/DCA came and taught
me new methods on how to feed my animals better and how to apply medicines to
free them of internal and external parasites. Thanks to this guidance and support,
now my lambs gain 15 to 25 kilogram over a period of 40 days. So we have
reduced the fattening time from 4 months to 40 days. Now I receive the profit of 4
months’ labor within only 40 days with less trouble. I will continue taking benefit
from this project and I will apply all instructions DCA gave me with regard to
vaccination, feeding, deworming etc., as these have changed my life considerably.
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Weighing process of sheep and lambs
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Dari Translation
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Pashto Translation
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