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PPR Background

The FAO PPR project aims to bring Afghanistan to stage 2 of the progressive
control/eradication pathway for PPR. Reaching stage 2 means that the country is
implementing targeted control activities in productive sectors that are considered
key for the national economy or key for disease control purposes. Main target
animals of the project are the sheep and goats belonging to the nomadic
pastoralists of Afghanistan (Kuchi).

Kuchi play an important role in mutton and goat meat production in Afghanistan
and their livestock are a potential source of infectious diseases because of their
nomadic way of living.

The project is expected to produce the following two outcomes:

e Small ruminants of the Kuchi are protected against PPR and will not suffer of
any loss in terms of mortality or reduced production attributable to this disease,

* The Kuchi will have an improved awareness on the most important infectious
diseases of their livestock, and on the benefit of applying preventive
vaccination for their animals.

Targeted coverage area under PPR are the following 20 provinces: Kabul, Parwan,
Logar, Paktia, Paktika, Khost, Nangrahar, Baghlan, Kundoz, Takhar, Badakhshan,
Balkh, Kandahar, Helmand, Zabul, Urzgan, Herat, Bamyian, Ghazni and Badghis.
It is estimated that 185 districts will be covered by the project. Further, target
number of vaccinations is 4.5 million of all small ruminants (sheep and goats).

It is estimated that 337 VFUs (Veterinary Field Units) will be contracted throughout
the project. In addition to administering vaccinations, the VFUs will create special
extension groups of 10-15 pastoralists per group, which will meet twice a month. In
the extension meetings, clinical signs of infectious and zoonotic diseases will be
illustrated, and awareness on the need for preventive vaccinations will be raised.
Some 115,000 beneficiaries will be reached, organized in 1,150 rotating extension
groups.

To assess the efficacy of the vaccine, the VFUs will collect pre and post vaccination
blood samples of 300 animals of 6 — 12 months old. These serum samples will be
tested by the Central Veterinary Diagnhostic and Research Laboratory in Kabul. The
epidemiological data gathered will be valuable for the future surveillance and
eradication of PPR from Afghanistan.



PPR Success story

A.R., a 45 years old farmer, living with his 9 family
members, is a famous member of the Herder FFS
Group in Khost province, Latak village. He
expresses his satisfaction and happiness with the
PPR vaccination programme adding that the
mortality rate among his animals reached zero
after his animals benefited from the PPR vaccine.
He says that he had 24 animals; 6 cows, 9 sheep
and 9 goats, out of which 12 lost their lives
without any clear reason to him. He already knew
about DCA and its activities in the area so he
called upon DCA for assistance requesting to
establish a Farmer Extension group (FEG) in the
village. DCA accepted his request by establishing
an FEG. Here, he learned different topics including
seasonal feeding skills. Now he witnesses zero
mortality records because he knows about
seasonal feeding and seasonal vaccination.
Further, there is an increase in milk production of
his cattle from 30 liters per animal per day last
year to 80 liters per day this year. A.R. is now
determined to vaccinate his animals in future and
spread the word about usefulness of DCA

vaccination campaigns.
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Latak group members during an extension
session, February 2017

Latak group members practicing animal
seasonal feeding skills, February 2017
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Pashto Translation
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